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Chapter 8: “Online Conversation Threads on Ice Hockey: A Comparison of Swedish Male and Female Participants”

Key Concepts/Ideas
a. Difference hypothesis: states that the differences in cultural contexts for men and women growing up in the U.S. (or any country) will influence their language usage and thus men and women will speak and write differently. This means that we’d expect to see men and women talking differently about the same sport, even about the very same game. This idea can be tested by studying social media posts by male and female fans. 

b. Method: the chapter presents a qualitative method for comparing what male and female sports fans say online, focusing on particular cases where males & females engaged in discussing the same point. 

c. Gender Differences: comments by male fans were rated as more “adversarial” (verbal antagonism) and demonstrating more “dominance” expressions. 


